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Renault News is the newsletter of the Renault Owners Club 
of North America. This newsletter is published quarterly. We 
are a non-profit, all-volunteer club. Our purpose is to help 
one another keep our Renaults in shape and on the road. 
This newsletter is not an official publication of Renault USA 
or Régie des Usines Renault. Permission to reprint original 
material is granted to any non-profit membership publica-
tion on a single-use basis if full credit is given to the author. 
Originally published items become property of the club.

New Members
US$15 for 1 year online membership worldwide
US$20 for I year postal membership US
US$26 for 1 year postal membership Canada/Mexico
US$30 for 1 year postal membership all other countries
Join online at www.renaultclub.us/join
Or send payment, along with details about your cars to:
Ray Dietz, 1250 Lanier Rd., Martinsville, VA 24112-5212
Tel: 276 638-8563

Renewals-Registry Information and Address 
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Renew online or mail payment to:
Jacques Lynn, 13839 Hwy 8 Bus., El Cajon, CA 92021
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Kurt Triffet, 3333 San Luis St., Ventura, CA 93003
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www.triffetdesign.com
info@triffetdesign.com
Tel: 805 658-8646

Back Issue Requests
Send US$2 each issue to:
Michael Muller, 4907 Meridian Ave. North,  Seattle, WA 
98103
m_muller@hotmail.com

Inter-Club Liaison, Club Correspondence
Jesse Patton, 52 Nicole Place, West Babylon, NY 11704
Tel: 516 669-2598

Technical Advisors
Ray Dietz, 1250 Lanier Rd., Martinsville, VA 24112-5212
Tel: 276 638-8563

Bob Fogt, 1145 Orchard Pl., Mendota Heights, MN 55118-
4119

Jacques Lynn, 13839 Hwy 8 Bus., El Cajon, CA 92021
Tel: 619 561-6687 
Email: membership@renaultownersclub.org

Don McLaughlin, 390 Linton Hill Rd., Duncannon, PA 
17020
Tel: 717 834-4449

Sam Stuckey, 8544 Norris Lane, Knoxville, TN 37938
Tel: 865 922-2236

American Alpine A-310 Club Representative
Brad Stevens, 4652 Maiden Lane, Canandaigua, NY 14424
Tel: 585 394-3265

Alpine Renault Registered Owner’s Association
Editor: Yves Boode, 2816 Broadway, Rockford, IL 61108
Tel: 815 455-1944

R5 Turbo Club Representative
Bill Dickinson, 14548 Dickens St., Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
Tel: 818 981-6595
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December 2005 New Online Members 
List

Heemskerk, Thea, 2161 Meadows Street, 
Abbotsford, British Columbia V2T 3A5 Canada, 
January 2006 
E-mail: mtheemskerk@shaw.ca

Bartz, Wolfgang, January 2006 
E-mail: wolfbartz@yahoo.com

Clayface Studios, 330 W. Minnezona, Phoenix, 
AZ 85013, January 2006 
E-mail: kurt@clayfacestudios.com 

Crockett, Gary, 13505 SE Linden Lane, 
Milwaukie, OR 97222, January 2006 
E-mail: gacrockett@hotmail.com

Alverado, Benjamin, January 2006 
E-mail: enveses@hotmail.com 

Mehl, Chris 9 Christy Lane, Hyde Park, MA 
02136, January 2006 
E-mail: l.landcemehl@verizon.net 

Crosby, Michael, 305 Galaxie Drive, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407, January 2006 
E-mail: portalvista@bww.com 

Repicky, Robert, 425 H Street, Martinez, CA 
94553. January 2006  
E-mail: grade29@yahoo.com 

Geddes, Carrie, 1550 East 13th Avenue, 
Vancouver, British Columbia V5N 2B8, Canada, 
January 2006  
E-mail: splittieis@shaw.ca 

Theunissen, Philip, P.O.Box 27438 Sunnyside, 
Pretoria, Quateng 0132 South Africa, January 
2006 
E-mail: phil.theun@webintact.com 

Jackson, Robert, 327 Spike Drive, Bear, DE 
19701, January 2006 
E-mail: Robert_jackson62@yahoo.com 

Felt, Pam, 6525 15th NW, Seattle, WA 98117, 
January 2006 
E-mail: huntrgathrr@yahoo.com 

Nyland, Halvard Johan, Nordliagutua 8B, Roa, 
Oppland 2740, Norway, January 2006 
E-mail: guten87@hotmail.com  (Postal 
Membership $30)

Renewals

Pauline Dugal, Joseph Nikstenas, Otis Gagnon, 
Ken Nelson, Keith Johnson, Steven Deness 
(Postal Membership $20), Jorge Mendoza, 
Yukio Nakadate, Dennis Burke 

February  2006

Miriam TERRIER, Pierre, 982 Almanor Court, 
Lafayette, CA 94549, February 2006 
E-mail: mirpierre@aol.com 

McCabe, Joseph, 17801 Paxton, Lansing, IL 
60438 February 2006 
E-mail: alfajcar@aol.com (Postal Membership 
$20)

Dietterich, James, 3601 Bay Drive, Villas, NJ 
08251, February 2006 
E-mail: privateisland2@hotmail.com  (Postal 
Membership $20)

Reed, Henry, 18438 - 47th Place NE, Seattle, 
WA 98155, February 2006 
E-mail: hopeakettu@rocketwire.net 

Bauer, John D. 256 Lefthand Canyon Drive, 
Boulder, CO 80302-9341, February 2006 
E-mail: john.bauer@comcast.net 

Marquez, Susana, 2761 Webb Avenue, Bronx, 
NY 10468, February 2006 
E-mail: marquez524@yahoo.com 

Carlson, Karen, 609 W. Stratford Pl. #6C, 
Chicago, IL 60657, February 2006 
E-mail: tacentre@msn.com 

Hanton, Donna, Box 374, Killam, Alberta, T0B 
2L0, Canada, February 2006 
E-mail: thanton@telusplanet.net 

Paterson, Kenny, 15 Barclay Road, London, 
London E179JH, U.K. February 2006 
E-mail: kenny@snkp15.demon.co.uk 

Weinroth, Joshua J. 17036 Enadia Way, Lake 
Balboa, CA 91406-3603, February 2006 
E-mail: shmoodog@aol.com 

Mongan, Ryan, 984 N Ridgeline Road, Orange, 
CA 92869, February 2006 
E-mail: pachycaul@socal.rr.com 

Pounds, William, 1704 Morris Street, Mineral 
Ridge, OH 44440, February 2006 
E-mail: billpounds587@zoominternet.net 

Renewals

Richard Sears, Deborah Polson, Raymond 
French, Eric Johnson, Scott Schick (Three Year 
Renewal $35), Byron Timmons, Jeff Thompson, 
Robert Adams (Three Year Renewal $35), Mark 
McEwen

March and April 2006

Stoki, Peter, 759  Norway Ave. Trenton, NJ 
08629-1304, April 2006 
E-mail: ronniecoco@yahoo.com 

Steichen, Don, 13352 Nina Place, Garden 
Grove, CA 92843, April 2006 
E-mail: donsteichen@earthlink.net 

Taxman, Art, 721 Buttonwood Lane, Miami, FL 
33137, April 2006 
E-mail: iniezione@bellsouth.net

Moskowitz, Terry, 9308 North Kedvale Ave. 
Skokie, IL 60076, April 2006 
E-mail: nyttymfun@aol.com

Miner, Eric, 130 Main Street, Apt: 1E, Canton, 
CT 06019, April 2006 
E-mail: kbarbourtown@aol.com ($20 Postal 
Membership)

Williamson, Roger, 1911 W. Dartmouth Street, 
Mesa, AZ 85201, April 2006 

E-mail: rkwstwister@aol.com

Roe, Patrick, 1603 N Kendrick Avenue, 
Glendive, MT 59330, April 2006 
E-mail: proe@midrivers.com

McBride, Donald, 52 Coventry Lane, 
Binghamton, NY 13903, April 2006 
E-mail: dongmcb@aol.com

Nantermet, Pascale, 1004 Woodside Circle, 
Lansdale, PA 19446, April 2006 
E-mail: pascale_nantermet@merck.com

Lamming, Richard W. 11477 Peake Road, 
Portland, MI 48875, March 2006 
E-mail: cletrachg42@yahoo.com ($20 Postal 
Membership)

Davis, Darrell, 301 East Tom Landry, Mission, 
TX 78572-4117, March 2006 
E-mail: kgdg@swbell.net

Moffitt, Catharine, 2740 NE 37th Drive, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33308, March 2006 
E-mail: cmouse001@aol.com

Martin, Dale, 675 North 8 Mile Road, Midland, 
MI 48640, March 2006 
E-mail: martind@tm.net

Waddell, Patrick, 838 Trenton Drive, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94087, March 2006 
E-mail: pwaddell@mail.arc.nasa.gov

Stice, John, 895 Mitchell Canyon Road, 
Clayton, CA 94517, March 2006 
E-mail: johnstice@yahoo.com

Whiting, Christopher, 367 Whitman Place, 
Calgary, Alberta T1Y 4T2, March 2006 
E-mail: chrisw27@shaw.ca

Glauser, Rolf, 6634 Country View, San Antonio, 
TX 78240, March 2006 
E-mail: randjglauser@satx.rr.com

Marrero, Felix, 6819 Meadowview Avenue, 
North Bergen, NJ 07047, March 2006 
E-mail: fandcauto@aol.com

Peters, Brian, 2501 M Street, NW, Apt. 711, 
Washington, DC 20037, March 2006 
E-mail: petersb@tatc.com

Miriam, Pierre, 982 Almanor Court, Lafayette, 
CA 94549, March 2006 
E-mail: mirpierre@aol.com

Renewals

Patrick Minx, Micheal Gipe, Lesa Yant, David 
Mejia, Shane Burley, Todd Daniel ($20 Postal 
Membership),George Stanwick,Tony Godfrey, 
Dan Adkins,Anthony Lardani
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I t is hard to believe that our club is reaching another 
milestone.  When I was recently in San Diego I had 
hoped to meet Howard Singer and along Jacques talk 

about how the club had started back in 1991, but Howard 
was out of town so that story will have to wait for a later 
day.  Since I couldn’t write the story I had planned Jacques 
and I came up with an idea to re-run some vintage story’s 
from past issues.  Jacques recommend some of the techni-
cal articles from the early issues would be good, because 
most of the members have never read them.  

So  I have been digging thru back issues of the Renault 
News looking interesting stories, and I believe I have found 
possibly the oldest story ever published in the Renault 
News.  This article was written by Herb Deeks.  To know 
Herb you need to go back more than twenty years as he 
was the President of the Renault Owners Club of California.  
That club predated ours and was based in Orange County.  I 
once had an AMC corporate newsletter that had a picture of 
Herb and his wife standing next to an Alliance Cup car but 
I don’t seem to have it anymore, maybe Allan has it and 
can print it with this story.  

For our fifteenth anniversary each issue on 2006 will 
contain a reprinted story.  So if there is any particular story 
or just a story about a particular model you would like to 
see reprinted please let me know.  If this column is well 
received we may continue to do for years to come. õ

Fifteen Years of the ROCoNA
By Marvin McFalls

T his is the continuing saga of the rebuild/restoration 
of a 4cv.  My particular project has been slowed to 
a halt by other projects, but I have done enough to 

get you started.  Let us presume you have the 4cv home in 
all its unglorious diamond in the rough appearance.  I will 
go over the approach I have taken with my car.  I am going 
after a showy but usable restoration, making it as nice as 
possible.  This means just about complete disassembly of 
the car.

I began with an overall look-see at the car, starting with 
the body and trim to see damage and get an idea of what 
it might need.  My car has a steel sliding sunroof that was 
left open for about four years, along with a broken driver’s 
window, so all the elements had been lat at the interior of 
the vehicle.  My car’s floor had about half an inch of water 
so the floorboards were very rusty.  The rest of the car was 
solid.

I started by bailing out the interior, then removed all 
interior trim.  Be very careful removing the panels, you will 
need them for patterns later or, if you are lucky they may 
clean up and be reusable.  Store all the pieces where they 

4CV Floorboard Replacement
By Herb Deeks

will stay dry.  Watch out for rubber floor mats they get 
very brittle with age.  

Now comes the fun part.  Remove all the jute and fiber-
board flooring.  You might be able to save the fiberboard, 
but mine was water logged and hopeless, and so went into 
the trash.  Use a flat putty knife to scrape off the leftovers.  
What a mess!  By now the metal is exposed and you are 
starting to see what’s what.  In my car it was rust.  Let the 
mess dry out in the sun for a few days, then remove the 
gearshift and hand brake assemblies.  Soak all the bolts 
with rust penetrant and crawl under the car to remove the 
tunnel cover, as all the linkage runs through the center 
tunnel.  You would have to remove it later anyway.  

Now that you have the floorboards stripped of all hard-
ware, and everything is dry, get out the wire brush and 
scraper and go to it.  Get right down to the metal that’s 
left.  Even if your car not rusty, now is a good time to 
prevent anything that might happen later.  Rust is a big 
enemy for a unibody car like the 4cv, so a thorough resto-
ration or even and fix-up demands this attention.  Nine out 
of then 4cvs are rusty, almost always in the rear foot wells.  
You will also not that there are several exposed holes in the 
frame box, look inside to see if there is any rust.

With the surface rust now taken care of, clean the area 
using a compressor and blow gun.  Get out all the scales 
of dirt; you are then ready to protect the floorboards.  I 
used a product called extend as a primer, then cover it with 
black Sears anti-rust enamel paint.  If applied carefully , it 
will flow and look sprayed on.  The next step is not really 
necessary but it is a good idea:  I sprayed a petroleum-
based rust preventative inside all the panels and through 
every hole I could find.  The next and final step is to use 
black silicone caulk into a gun to cover all the areas that 
were caulked by the factory, sealing all those holes you un-
plugged on the floorboards and anything else you see that 
might need protection.  This stuff is good to have around 
for automotive projects.  

I know all this sounds like a lot of work and believe me, 
it is, but just take your time and be methodical.  The fin-
ished product will be well worth the effort.  I had to some 
panel replacement and reinforcement on my car, and we 
will go into that subject in a future article.  

Until next time, have fun!

This article originally appeared in the December 1984 
newsletter of the Renault Owners Club of California and was 
reprinted in issue #11 of the ROCoSC Newsletter in July 1992.  
At that time the club had 76 members in 17 states and 1 
Province. õ  
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O n the verge of profitability again under the lead-
ership of Carlos Ghosn, Renault has decided to a 
compassionate digression by celebrating the 60th 

anniversary of the 4cv, the car that wrote the most splen-
did pages of the history of that French company.  At the 
Paris Motor Show (Retromobile), held from Feb 10 to 19th 
at the Paris Exposition Hall at the Porte of Versailles, the 
diamond trade-mark revived the glorious past when the 
4cv was called “La Cherie du populo” (The darling of the 
people).  

Enthroned on the Renault display were ten models of the 
4cv, including a rebuilt 1942 Prototype, and charming Bris-
sonneau & Lotz convertible, a stylish Autobleu coupe, and 
a exotic Japanese Hino version.  So much the worse for the 
Dauphine and for the glorious experimental record breaking 
Etoile Filante (Shooting Star) both born in 1956 but whose 
50th anniversaries will pass almost unnoticed.  

Only the 4cv, 15 years in production and one million 
cars manufactured, can be said to symbolize France in the 
1940’s and 1950’s.  It was designed during the German 
occupation, but was kept hidden from Louis Renault, who 
preferred the bigger models like the 11cv, by two ‘progres-
sive’ designers, Charles-Edmond Serre and Fernand Picard.  
In the words of the historian Jean-Pierre Rioux, “The 4cv 
was almost another part of the Resistance, designed, con-
ceived, finagled with, and tested in hiding.”

It was greatly inspired by the Volkswagen KDF of 1939 
four seats, rear engine, independent suspension.  In the 
spring of 1946, on the initiative of the Communist Minister 
of Industrial Production, Marcel Paul, Ferdinand Porsche, 
the German creator of the “People’s Car” was brought to 
France to validate the production.  But Billancourt did 

The 4cv: 60 Years Old, and Still the Darling of the People
By Jean Michel Normand
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it was called “Butter Pat” because of its roly-poly sil-
houette and its pale yellow color (the Regie had seized a 
large supply of camouflage paint from the defeated German 
Africa Corps.)

The 4cv is a true modern automobile: featherweight, 
excellent interior space, four doors, four wheel independent 
suspension, rack and pinion steering and a spirited four 
cylinder 750cc engine that has excellent fuel economy.   
Even today it still is surprisingly road worthy, and one 
is surprised by the comfort of its suspension, the ease of 
steering, and the easy shifting of its three-speed transmis-
sion.  It has aged better than the Citroen 2cv, whose road 
handling was always, shall we say, “Colorful.”

As France was reconstructed after the war, and French-
men again were able to purchase goods, the 4cv appealed 
to working people proud to go out weekends with the 
entire family.  In 1954 on third of its buyers were from 
the working class.  Simple and virtuous, it was in its own 
category.  It’s only stylish additions were small accessories, 
and it changed very little right up to the end of its produc-
tion run in 1961.

In 1966, at the time of its 50th Anniversary, Renault 
unveiled a concept car baptized “Fiftie” at the Geneva Auto 
Show.  This ravishing modernistic re-make of the 4cv, with 
an aluminum chassis, fiberglass body, linen seat covers, 
brass door panels, and a linoleum floor, led to speculation 
that a new 4cv would soon join the new Beetle and the 
new Mini.  A silly hope: the working class doesn’t believe in 
reincarnation.  The true successor of the 4cv is the Logan, 
the Renault automobile that is now democratizing Roma-
nia, India, and Russia.  

Editor’s Notes: Due to a scheduling conflict I wasn’t able to 
travel to Retromobile this year, but we were lucky to have 
Bob Baker represent the club.  Bob took the time to translate 
the article for us and he sent some photos from Retromobile 
that will appear with this article.  

Speaking of this article, it originally appeared in Le Monde, 
which is a very liberal, political, newspaper in Paris.  Where 
I am fairly certain Louis Schweitzer, the former President of 
Renault wasn’t well liked, as Renault has been profitable for 
more than a decade.  Where they get the idea that Carlos 
Ghosn has turned the company around, I am not sure. õ 
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T he 1950s was a time full of research and develop-
ment within the automobile industry worldwide.  
Just coming out of the Second World War, it was 

necessary to find new technologies or apply the exist-
ing ones out of the military industry to have more energy 
efficient, faster and comfortable automobiles.  In 1954, 
Renault started experimenting with turbines and that was 
the reason why they approached the company Turbomeca, 
experts in the matter, so they could supply them with the 
most advanced technologies of the time and therefore, they 
could build a very fast car in order to break the world speed 
record.

Pierre Lefaucheux, CEO of the Regie National de Usines 
Renault, appointed as head of the project to the engineer 
Fernad Picard; as Chief Product Designer to Albert Lory and 
to Jean Hebert, as engineer and driver. The result of this 
investigation/ project was the marvelous Etoile Filante or 
Shooting Star.  The gas turbine used was the Turbomeca 
Turmo, with a centrifugal supercharger, flux converter and 
the turbine connected to the supercharger, centrifugal 
fuel injection system, capable of 270 HP @ 28000 rpm. 
No gearbox was used, but instead a three position revolu-
tion reducer to deliver 2500 rpm at the wheels. Disk brakes 
where fitted to all 4 wheels. The chassis was structured on 
a molybdenum chrome longitudinal parallelogram for the 
front axis and was divided at the rear end of the car. The 
body was made of stratified polyester and carefully studied 
at the Eiffel laboratories’ wind tunnel. The outside dimen-
sions are 4.84 meters long, 1.815 meters wide and a 0.99 
meter height. Weight is only 950 Kilograms.

Many tests were conducted at the Monthlery race track 
and in other venues as well.  Pierre Lefaucheux unfortu-
nately suffered a fatal accident in 11 February 1955 and 
could not see his project completed and it was in 1956 
when the car was ready for public appearance.  Pierre 
Dreyfus, his successor, continued with all the important 
projects already underway, like the launch of the Dauphine 
in the United States of North America. For that matter, 
he thought of sending the Etoile to the USA to establish 
the new speed world record at Bonneville, Salt Lake City 
in Utah. This could be a great opportunity to promote the 
Dauphine in such an important market.

On September the 5th of the same year, the Etoile 
established the following speed records for a gas turbine 
powered vehicle:  1 kilometer run with an average speed 
of 306.9 km/hr; 1 mile run at 307.7 km/hr; 5 kilometer 
run at 308.8 km/Hr. Three new world records were estab-
lished!  The next day the Etoile made 322 km/hr and Jean 
Hebert was sure she was capable of reaching 330 km/hr. 
Unfortunately, due to a corporate decisions, that was never 

Renault Etoile Filante
By Francisco Miranda
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achieved.

To our best knowledge, these records were kept for many 
years, until 1997 that Bruce Linsmeyer from the USA, 
grabbed them with his Linsmeyer Streamliner #912.

After establishing those speed records for a gas turbine 
vehicle, the research of this power source was abandoned 
by Renault to date.  After the success, the Etoile toured 
many countries displaying her advanced technology and 
unique stylish design. One of the two vehicles ever con-
structed, now in the possession of our friend Alberto Giro-
nella, was in Mexico City and was reintroduced to the pub-
lic in 2002 at the Classic Motor Show in the Hippodrome of 
this city. I remember being the happiest man at the show 
for getting the opportunity to meet one of the legends of 
the automobile’ world and one of my personal favorites as I 
remember as a kid playing with my 1:43 scale model being 
one of my favorites.

Alberto’s Etoile does not have any mechanical elements 
installed, excepting for the wheels mounting hardware 
and the instrument panel. This was the car showed to the 
International Press at Monthelry, Reims and Monza circuits. 
Then, the mechanical elements were dismounted and the 
second car was put together and sent to Bonneville to 
established the above mentioned records.

Mr. Gironella’s car was displayed at the 1958 Auto Shows 
of Frankfurt, New York and Mexico City, where it stayed to 
be displayed at several events as a promotion tool for the 
other Renault vehicles of the time.  After spending many 
years in promotional tours, it was kept locked for many de-
cades in several Renault dealer’s offices and when Renault 
left the country back in mid 80’s, the Etoile was sent to 
Rimex, a Renault owned engine factory in Agusacalientes, 
where many years later was bought by Mr. Gironella.

Now it is completely restored (except for the mechanic 
elements, of course), taking care of the most minute de-
tails, like the gold foil used originally in the star. Alberto 
sent the car to France last February and was briefly dis-
played in an exhibition, at the LeMans Automobile Mu-
seum.  

The other vehicle is owned by Renault Histoire et Col-
lection, and was totally restored in the mid 90’s by the 
Billiancourt team and is completely functional. A couple of 
years ago was shown at the Festival of Speed at Goodwood, 
England. 2003 was a special year for the Etoile as it was the 
main attraction at the Retromobile show in Paris and later 
in LeMans and other cities in France.

This year we celebrate the Shooting Star’s 50th Anniver-
sary, so we wish this well styled lady, a Happy Birthday! õ
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same price range.  Mixing in Renaults smaller car lineup 
with Nissan higher end sedan, SUVs, and Trucks would 
make it nearly impossible for a customer to leave the deal-
ership without a big smile on their face.  It isn’t like this 
formula hasn’t been sucessful, everywhere one brand was 
strong and the other was weak the combining of the two 
lines on one lot has lead to improved sales of both lines let 
alone the reduction of overhead. 

In many ways Renault and Nissan have  been very cau-
tious, I belive when it comes to entering the hybrid car 
market this is about to pay off.  At the end of 2006 diesel 
fuel will be comparable to European diesel fuel, around 15 
parts per million of low sulfur, instead of the 300ppm that 
is currently in Americas diesel fuel. This will allow Euro-
peans to bring more diesel engines into the United States. 
Diesels get about 25 percent better mpg, and 65 % better 
torque. Diesel engines cost about $2,500 more than their 
gas counterpart, but when you compare that to $5,000 or 
more for a hybrid, diesels look pretty good.  With higher 
fuel prices becoming a way of life in the US, Diesels should 
become more popular and Renault is the king of diesel 
automobiles in Europe.  So go ahead and add this to the 
reasons why they should return.  

The only question now is Renault willing to take the 
sizable risk ?  The smell of the Big Three’s blood is in the 
air, the time to pounce is now.  No matter how successful 
Renault is selling cars, they are never going to receive the 
notoriety they have earned until they return to world’s 
largest automotive market.  At this point it doesn’t really 
matter if they only gain a one or two percent penetration, 
just to be in the game is the key.  As long as they are com-
mitted to stay in the market and provide proper service for 
their customers.   

At the same time Nissan appears to be scared to let the 
US market know they even have a strategic alliance with 
Renault as well as in Japan where Renaults make up only 
.1 percent of the market.   If Nissan ever plans to step out 
from the shadows of Toyota and Honda it needs to embrace 
this alliance in all markets just not where it is profitable.  
The same can be said for Renault since the Alliance Nissan 
has taken a lesser role in Europe where Renault is number 
one.  Both company’s need to quit worrying about how 
sales look at home, and to start focusing on the global mar-
ket.  It is amazing to see how far Renault and Nissan have 
come in a little more than six years, but if they could fully 
commit to each other, there is no limit to where it could 
take them. õ  

R enault and Nissan announced that the two com-
panies sold a combined 6,129,254 cars in 2005, up 
6.0% over 2004. Nissan and Renault sold a total 

of 3,597,748 and 2,531,506 vehicles, respectively. The 
Renault-Nissan Alliance global market share came to 9.8% 
(4.04% for the Renault group and 5.74% for Nissan), rank-
ing them number four in global sales

The future looks very bright for the Alliance with plans 
for expansion in most markets.  While the big three 
American manufactures have recently announced plans to 
produce few cars and streamline operations, if this trend 
continues by the end of this decade we should see Toyota 
move up to number one and Renault Nissan overtaking Ford 
and nipping at the heels of GM for number two.  

What a turnaround, in less than twenty years since 
leaving the US Market.  Getting out of debt and gaining 
independence from the French Government, becoming the 
number one car company in Europe.  Winning the World 
Championship, Toping 2.5 million in annual sales, and 
combining with Nissan to earn Billions.  At this point the 
only accomplishment left for Renault is to return to the US 
Market.  All the pieces are in place with established Nissan 
plants in both the US and Mexico, and a entire network of 
dealerships.  

With Chinese manufacturers Chery and Geely both mak-
ing plans to enter the US market in the next two years Re-
nault already has a superior product in this market.  These 
cheap Chinese cars would be no competion for the Logan, 
While the Twingo could compete well against the rest of 
the Korean low end models, and I am certain that both the 
Clio and Megane could win their fair share of convertees. 
I also feel that their lineup of mini vans could compete 
for market share. Especially the Scenic which has very few 
cars sold in this market with even half its versatitility, 
and the Espace with its 3.5 litre Nissan engine wouldn’t be 
that tough a sell either.  Sprinkle in a few imports like the 
unique Utility vehicle the Kangoo and the limited produc-
tion Clio and Megane Renault Sports and they would have a 
strong lineup.  

While I don’t think there would be much interest in the 
higher end Renault cars the Laguna or the Vel Satis, At the 
same time not selling these top of the line sedans would 
help as they wouldn’t compete against Alliance partner 
Nissan’s bread and butter the Altima and Maxima.  At the 
same time if Nissan has a weakness in the US is that it 
smaller model the Sentra has never been very successful, 
and is no where near the class of car of its competitors 
especially with some of the higher end Korean Cars in the 

The Renault-Nissan Alliance Ranks Among the Top Four 
Global Automakers
By Marvin McFalls
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W e had the idea of celebrating the 50 years of “La 
Dauphine” but unfortunately, very little time to 
prepare something really nice, but we just could 

not miss the opportunity of the Gala Internacional del 
Automovil, which was taking place the weekend of March 4 
& 5. What a better date to celebrate the Anniversary, as the 
original launch date was March 6, 1956

Time was passing real fast and we had our time covered 
with our daily occupations but if we wanted to do some-
thing, we had to do it right away, as La Gala was only a 
week away.

The first step was to know how many cars we could count 
on. We had my three cars and we called Miguel Garza, who 
lives in Germany, but his cars are here in Mexico, and asked 
him if we could take his cars to the event, which he gladly 
accepted. That was the start, and at least 5 cars were in 
great condition for the show. Next step, another enthusiast 
Jose Ramos, joined us for the preparations. He is the owner 
of the black Ondine. Miguel Cacheux started calling other 
Dauphine owners and we managed to get 10 cars for the 
show. (Unfortunately, one of them never made it to the 
show).  

It was time to get in touch with the organizers of La 
Gala. They were very interested in taking our display and 
celebration, as long as we could get it together quickly.  As 
you may know, this event is in it’s third year of existence 
and the previous years have been a good success, so this 
year they were expecting better public assistance. They 
had already signed 650 cars. They were inviting collec-
tor cars from other parts of the country, like Guadalajara, 
Aguascalientes, San Luis Potosí, etc. At the show, they had 
a little more than 500 cars on display. Most of them in 
superb condition. A great frame for our Dauphines.

We prepared a sign, two big Dauphine cakes, and a cou-
ple of posters with the history of the car. That was going to 
be the frame for our event. However, the main display were 
the cars themselves.  On Saturday March 4th we arrived 
early to the event grounds. We found out the organizers as-
signed us a great spot, along with the Alpine Club and the 
Renault Gordini Sport Club. It was nice to be surrounded by 
those beautiful Renaults: the R8S, R8 Gordini, Fuego, Al-
pine Berlinette, Cabriolet and GT4. Very close to our stand 
another Renault club was showing the R4F4, a Berlinette 
an R4L and a R8S just finished restoration and unveiled for 
the Gala (Very nice cars indeed.)

After fitting our posters and sign, we invited other club 
presidents to pay us a visit. By now, some folks were calling 

The 50th Anniversary of “La Dauphine”
By Francisco Miranda
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us the “Dauphine Club” which we had to specify we are 
not a club, just a bunch of Dauphine fans gathered for the 
occasion.  Televisa, the big Mexican television company, 
was at our stand with an interviewer and a camera!. They 
broadcasted the edited interview on the Monday morn-
ing news, (prime time), and there they were, the shining 
Dauphines on TV!  

Saturday was very slow on public attendance, so now 
much happened, but on Sunday, La Gala was expecting our 
cars on the main stage, so we parked all nine cars for about 
half an hour so people could admire them “on stage”

We had time to give a small speech about the history, 
different versions and derivatives. We invited the public 
to celebrate with us at our tent with a slice of “Dauphine” 
chocolate and strawberries cakes. Delicious!

Maybe we will be putting together another celebration 
for the Huixquilucan Concours D’Elégance that the Jaguar 
Club organizes, as the president of the club and one of the 
main organizers of the event paid us a visit at the Gala and 
they seemed to be very interested that we take the cars 
and celebrate with them on May 13 & 14.   Already we are 
thinking of what to do to make a different show this time. 
It is just a year we have to celebrate the Dauphine in any 
way we can. We have even taken it to the streets where we 
live and put up a sign with the 50th Anniversary on it.

Happy Birthday! õ
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M y 4cv has always resided in the state of Florida, 
where it was purchased new in 1961.  I bought 
the car about 12 years ago, with 14k miles from 

the original owner.  While it was a nice car, 28 horsepower 
just wasn’t enough so I gutted it and installed a narrowed 
(10 inch=26cm ) front  adjustable height VW axle beam, and 
a  Mazda Miata complete rear suspension (also  narrowed 11 
inch),  Once these minor adjustments were made I was then 
able to weld the VW motor and tranny mounts in it.

The car has 4 -wheel disc brakes, a tricked VW tranny 
(3rd  and 4th gears are from a 65 VW  van and a 3.88 ring 
and pinion to make the engine run in lower RPM.  Also the 
engine has a Brazilian VW GOL shroud, with and alternator 
and forward fan.

The body was all stripped, primed and in the total, 22 
coats of paint were applied, giving it a very deep look.  The 
interior was redone with Porsche 914 seats, rear seat was 
modified as I built a battery and tool box under)and a Re-
nault LeCar sun roof was added.  Speedometer is a VW with 
gas gauge built in and a special housing was built to ac-
commodate it on the dash.  Wheels are 15 inch, by 6.5 inch 
wide, with 50 series tires, and the bolt pattern is  4x100mm.

It rides very nice, but I still have to make some front end 
adjustments as I cut the front suspension blades, the front 
end is very stiff, but I am getting there.  

The car was entirely built by me in my spare time over the 
period of ten years (yes 10 years).  

Editor’s Note: As you can see in the title of the article and the 
photos I believe it has been appropriately named.  It is my 
second all time favorite Renault car name after “Whoredini”, 
for a Dauphine with a Volvo engine that once appeared at 
Woodley for the BOFI meet. õ

Little Bastard
By Verner Joe Mahler
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O n Friday, January 27, Renault President and CEO 
Carlos Ghosn was officially handed the Car of the 
Year 2006 award for Clio III by the President of 

the Car of the Year Jury, Ray Hutton. The Car of the Year 
2006 prize-giving ceremony for Renault Clio III was held 
on January 27, 2006 at the Palazzo Albergati, in Bologna, 
Italy.  Clio is the first repeat winner of the award in its 
43 year history.  The first generation Clio was also named 
European Car of the Year in 1991. õ

Awards Ceremony: 
Clio III: Car of the Year 2006

Surprise!!! and thanks for the response to our Renault 
club here.

I am attaching pictures of our club members on the oc-
casion of our colleague’s wedding in Bandung West Java , 
Indonesia. (also a picture of me & my R5) 

Club: Jakarta Renault Club Indonesia (JRCI)
email: JRCI@yahoogroups.com
web: Komunitas_Renault_Indonesia@yahoogroups.com õ

Greetings from Indonesia!
From Ismeth Osman, Jakarta, Indonesia:

D idn’t know if you would be interested, 
but here is photo I took of the new 
Renault Caravelle at the Washington DC 

Auto Show in 1960.  A beautiful car!    
(but, I bought a Sunbeam Alpine). õ

Renault Caravelle Photo  
from 1960 DC AutoShow
From Bob Stout <r.j.stout@comcast.net>
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W ith two rounds completed in this year’s cam-
paign, Renault couldn’t be doing much better.  
So far the team has two victories, and a second 

place finish.  After Giancarlo Fisichella dominating vic-
tory in Malaysia and Fernando Alonso’s equally if not more 
impressive win in Bahrain.  Malaysia was the first One, Two 
finish for Renault since 1983.   The Renault team next will 
travel to Australia where it will continue to defend its title.

 
As for the competition, it Appears Ferrari is back in the 

hunt with Michael Schumacher finishing second in Bah-
rain and both Ferraris scored points in Malaysia.  However 
just as last year it seems the biggest challenge to Renault 
repeating as champions are McLaren Mercedes.  However 
just like last year Raikkonen and Montoya are very fast, but 
their cars are suffering from reliabaility issues.  Raikkonen 
suffered a suspension failure during qualifying in Bahrain, 
and had to start last on the grid, but he was able to finish 
the race in third.  While his teammate Juan Pablo Montoya 
has scored points in each event.  

The next level of competitors appears to be lead by Hon-
da.  With Jenson Button and Rubens Barichello they have 
plenty of experience behind the wheel.  Button was able to 
use all that experience to drive a fairly competitive car to a 
third place podium finish in Malaysia.  While Rubens seems 
to be struggling after driving a Ferrari for many, I am sure 
he will come along and begin to score points regularly.  

Well below Honda, are Williams Cosworth, Toyota, Sauber 
BMW and Red Bull.  All of these team feature excellent 
pilots, but the Williams team seems to be short on reliabil-
ity and Toyota seems to lack the pace of some of the other 
teams.  While Jacques Villeneuve was able to score a couple 
of points in Malaysia I don’t see the new combo scoring 
many podiums this season.  Finally Red Bull has Ferrari 
engines making them powerful, but their car isn’t that 
impressive.  Keep an eye on Nico Rosberg in the Williams, 
he looks to be the most talented of the new drivers.  

The have not’s of F1 include MF1 Toyota formerly Jordan, 
the all new Super Aguri Honda team, and the Toro Rossa 
Cosworth team formerly Minardi.  Of these three teams the 
most impressive has to be Toro Rossa or Red Bull in Italian.  
For the first time in thirteen years an American is back 
in Formula 1, as Scott Speed is one of the pilots for Toro 
Rossa.  While they are using de-tuned V-10s from last year 
they are much more competitive than Honda and Toyota 
developmental teams.  

Much like last year Renault has come out of the gate very 
quick and fairly reliable, it will only be a matter of time be-
fore we see if the competition can make up enough ground 
to compete for the championship.  Currently Renault leads 

McLaren and Ferarri by the thirteen points.  As Renault has 
scored  28 points and their two closest competitors have 
only been able to muster fifteen.  Next in the standings 
comes Honda with eleven points and Williams with five.  

In the Driver’s Standings, Fernando Alonso is again on 
top scoring 18 points in the first two events, followed by 
Jenson Button and Michael Schumacher with eleven points 
each.  Next comes Giancarlo Fisichella with ten points 
and Juan Pablo Montoya with nine points followed by last 
season’s runner-up Kimi Raikkonen with six points.  

While I don’t believe Renault is invincible, if the competi-
tion doesn’t step up to the challenge soon, they may build 
a big enough lead to hold off a late season charge much 
like last season. õ 

Renault F1 Early Season Review
By Marvin McFalls



Page 17 • Renault News Issue 79

T he tires in my 1967 Renault Caravelle (www.renault-
caravelle.com) page photo are using Porta-walls. 
I haven’t come across a whitewall tire anywhere in 

the States in the 135-15 or 145-15 size. I have 145s on 
mine. 135s used to be popular as front tires on VW bugs, so 
it’s a possibility they can still be found.

Footnote: Radial whitewall tires can currently be found from 
one of our club vendors, but they aren’t cheap.

I was buying my Porta-walls from a tire company in Long 
Beach, CA: 
Lucas Automotive 
tel: 800 952-4333.

About a year ago, I did some research for an alterna-
tive after Lucas ran out of stock and was waiting for a new 
shipment (they apparently come from Pakistan and Lucas 
was the only source in the US that I could find that sold 
them).

I looked into an idea posted in a couple automotive dis-
cussion groups: A paint that would work well on the rubber 
to simulate the look.

Prior to this, I had researched online and I found that 
all the kits specifically designed for painting whitewalls, 
and sold online at a few automotive accessory places, do 
not work well at all. Some companies were hesitant to even 
endorse selling one to me.

Then someone suggested the Krylon spray paint specifi-
cally designed for use on white plastic patio furniture. 
-It apparently has very high adhesion properties, which 
makes sense if you think about how paint needs to stick to 
weather that glossy white molded furniture.

I ended up trying Rustoleum’s version of it (I could not 
find the Krylon version locally), but to avoid the shiny look 
of gloss, I only used the white primer for more of a matte 
finish. It also had higher adhesion properties than their 
final coat paint.

Footnote: my tires have never had Armorall or any tire 
dressing on them, so I would think that you’d want the tire’s 
surface as clean as possible before painting. I also kept my 
tires on the rim when I did this. Only took about 5 hours to 
complete all 5 (one spare) tires. 
 
The steps I took:

1) Thoroughly clean area to be painted with solvent like 

Tips and Tricks:
Whitewalls on a 135 or 145-15 Tire?
By Kurt Triffet
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paint thinner. I’d also lightly wire-brush the area to be 
painted.

2) Hopefully, your tires have a marked outer circle line 
molded into the tire. My French tires did. And my 
Portawalls came right up to that line. If you don’t have 
a marking to work with, you’ll have to make a compass 
and get it as accurate as possible.

3) Tear small strips of wide masking tape (not paint-
ers tape- you need the sticky stuff) and overlay them 
very tightly along the tire’s whitewall edge so you get 
as smooth an arc as possible. I found this method far 
superior to trying to either use a liquid frisket or to try 
and cut a radius in the tape. The process actually goes 
quite fast, and you can burnish down the tape as you 
go. Then mask off your rim.

4) A few coats of the primer should do the trick. I would 
get two cans. In my test, I wish I’d applied the third 
coat a bit heavier.

The results? Nearly a year after doing this, my tires look 
great. I had a few tiny areas lift immediately within a cou-
ple days of driving around, but none after that. I attribute 
this to not have cleaned the tire thoroughly enough- I’m 
thinking that I should have taken a light wirebrushing to 
the areas painted).

I do not drive my car much, but still, the paint has 
weathered quite well. It has barely shown any discoloration 
(though not as bright white as the day they were painted), 
unlike Porta-walls, which need to be changed frequently 
(the outer edges yellow heavily, and they become brittle 
and break) if you drive your car a lot. There is some minor 
fine-crazing closer to the rim, but not enough to warrant a 
re-spray just yet. õ

I t is hard to believe that the first Solo II race of the 
season was on March 5th.  I had hoped to attend 
so I could get back together with Marty McKee, 

and the rest of the guys from the Dodge Shelby Club of 
Lenoir City.    While I wasn’t able to attend, Grant from 
the Shelby Club drove my Alliance to victory over Marty’s 
Dodge Charger Rampage Pick-up and Curtis McKee 
Shelby Omni GLH. All this reminiscing about seasons 
past, brought me back to the very first Renault Alliance 
Cup races.  I remembered reading an article many years 
ago.  After some searching I found it in an old issue of 
Road and Track.  Man, it looked like a whole lot of fun!  
Hopefully I will be able to get the old Alliance Cup on a 
circuit later this season.  I am hoping to bring the racer 

as well as my GTA Convertible to Carlisle in May. õ 

Racing Season is Finally Here
By Marvin McFalls




